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For: 



Rozman, Gregory L 
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Glass, Erick David 

POWER CONVERTER FOR AN ELECTRIC 
ENGINE START SYSTEM 



PRE- APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicianl respectfully requests review of the final rejection under 35 U.S.C. §103 prior to 
an appeal brief in this case because there is no prima facie case of obviousness. The Examiner 
proposes to make a combination between the Latos and Yoneta, et aL references. The proposed 
combination cannot be made because it does not provide any benefit. Where there is no benefit 
to a proposed combination, there is no prima facie case of obviousness because the combination 
cannot be made. 
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The Latos reference includes a VSCF power conversion system 10 that provides the 
abihty to operate in a starting mode using electrical power provided by an external power source 
and in a generating mode to convert variable-speed motive power produced by a prime mover 12 
into constant-frequency AC electrical power (see, e.g., column 3, lines 40-48). 

The Examiner proposes to add a rectifier circuit 4 of the Yoneta, et al. reference to the 
Lotos arrangement for the supposed reason to provide the ability of "using the inverter already in 
the circuit to rectify the regenerative power being supplied back, as taught by Yoneta, et al" 
There is no benefit to this proposed combination and, therefore, . no prima facie case of 
obviousness. The rectifier circuit 4 of the Yoneta, et al, reference would be redundant to the 
Latos arrangement, which already provides an ability to perform in a generating mode to convert 
power from a prime mover 12 into electrical power. The Latos reference explicitly describes 
how it desires to generate electrical power in that mode. There would be no benefit to adding a 
rectifier from the Yoneta, et al reference within the context of the Latos reference. Moreover, 
changing the electrical output from the Latos reference would be going directly contrary to the 
express teachings of that reference. Therefore, adding the rectifier from the Yoneta, et al 
reference to the La/os arrangement cannot be done because it would remove an intended feature 
of the Latos arrangement. Where a proposed modification defeats an intended operation or 
removes an intended feature from the primary reference, the proposed modification cannot be 
made and there is no prima facie case of obviousness. 

The proposed combination of the Latos and Yoneta, et al, references cannot be made 
because it does not provide any benefit (e.g., it would be simply redundant) or it would remove 
an intended feature from the primary reference (e.g., it would change the intended AC electrical 
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energy into DC - assuming that is what the Examiner is actually proposing). There is no prima 
facie case of obviousness and Applicant should not be forced to file an appeal brief to have the 
current rejection reversed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CARLSON, GASKEY & OLDS 




Dated: February 23, 2007 



David ; 

Registration Nds^7,139 
400 W. Maple Rd., Ste. 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
(248) 988-8360 



CERTDFICATK OF FArSTMn.R 

I hereby certify that this Pre-Appeal Brief Request for Review, relative to Application Serial No. 10/806,635 is being 
facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office (Fax No/(3y 1) 273-8300) on Ffebniary 23, 2007. 

Vs^^^^^^ Theresa M»Pahnateer \ 



NAClicots\HAM[LTON SUNDSTRAND\rP00095\PATENT«»Ee-Appeal Brief Request for Rcvicw.doc 



PACE 63- RCVD AT 2/23/2007 2:53:35 PM [Eastern Standard Time} * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6I40 * DN1S:2738300- CSIO: 12489888363 - DURATION (mm-$s):01-38 



